
 

New coaches can affect Fantasy results  

By STEVE SILVERMAN 

Pro Sports Xchange  

One of the unappreciated factors in fantasy football is the mindset of the head coach. Is he going 

to be content to sit on a lead late in the game by going to his ground game or will he open things 

up and try to put points on the board? Is he conservative by nature or aggressive? Does his 

personnel match his philosophical tendencies?  

With  

10 teams employing new head coaches in the NFL this season, it's 

important to try to get an understanding of what kind of philosophy they 

can be expected to employ. Some, like veterans Mike Ditka and Bill Parcells, have a long history 

and are easy to understand. Others, like Jim Fassel and Kevin Gilbride, are head-coaching first-

timers who don't have a track record. What follows is an analysis of how we expect the 

following new coaches to operate this season:  

1. Joe Bugel, Oakland Raiders: Bugel has a non-stop motor and has already impressed his 

troops with his up-close-and-personal style. QB Jeff George was the Raiders' big off-season 

acquisition, and many observers were curious when the Raiders didn't use the No.2 pick in the 

draft to select a big offensive lineman to help protect his tender signal-caller. If George doesn't 

throw any hissy-fits and stays in the lineup throughout the season, look for a banner year from 

WR Tim Brown. He is one of the game's best wideouts, and he has been an excellent player even 

though the Raiders have not had a dominant quarterback. With a healthy and happy George, 

Brown could have a monster season. Look for improvement from the much-maligned TE Rickey 

Dudley. Bugel, a former OL coach in Washington, loves to run the ball, but the Raiders appear 

better-suited to throwing it this season.  

2. Pete Carroll, New England Patriots: Carroll never really had a chance in his first head 

coaching stint with the Jets. He'll have distinctly more talent to work with in New England than 

he did in New York. While he'll obviously depend heavily on Drew Bledsoe, we hear that he 

may depend even more heavily on RB Curtis Martin than Parcells did. Carroll is a defensive 

coach first and foremost, and one of his greatest desires is to control the clock. He'll try to do that 

with the running game and possession passes to TE Ben Coates and WR Shawn Jefferson. What 

that means for WR Terry Glenn, who has dominating big-play ability, is not clear at this point.  

3. Mike Ditka, New Orleans Saints: Smash-mouth football will be back in vogue under Ditka. 

He served notice of this in the draft, when he selected OG Chris Naeole of Colorado with his 

first pick. Naeole is a road grader at guard -- big, tough and nasty. In the third round, he picked 

Troy Davis, the workhorse running back from Iowa State. Ditka has indicated that Davis may be 

the No. 1 running back -- ahead of incumbent Mario Bates. Former Redskin Heath Shuler will be 

the No. 1 quarterback, and he will look toward TE Irv Smith and former Raider Darryl Hobbs, 

)  



along with Michael Haynes and Torrance Small. Expect Ditka to go back to the oldest of the 

football cliches and "establish the run."  

4. Jim Fassel, N.Y. Giants: Fassel was hired by this sleeping franchise because of his offensive 

capabilities, and he should be able to give the Giants' pass offense a dose of inventiveness, 

something that was lacking under the boring Dan Reeves. The Giants have a few decent 

receivers -- no stars -- and you can expect Fassel to be a major positive influence on QB Dave 

Brown just as he was with Kent Graham in Arizona. Whether the talent is there to make the 

offense more productive is questionable, but at least Fassel will try. First-round draft pick Ike 

Hilliard will be given every chance to win a starting role.  

5. Kevin Gilbride, San Diego: Bombs away in San Diego. Gilbride did his best coaching in 

helping to develop Jacksonville's Mark Brunell, and he has always been involved with QB-

dependent offenses. That would appear to be the case once again in San Diego, because the 

Chargers running game looks awful. Stan Humphries is an underrated quarterback, and the 

feeling is that Gilbride will give Humphries more freedom than he ever had under Bobby Ross. 

WR Tony Martin has become extremely consistent, and rookie TE Freddie Jones could have an 

impact right away.  

6. Steve Mariucci, San Francisco 49ers: Mariucci is a young offensive genius who earned a 

reputation while working as the QB coach of the Packers. His star pupil was two-time MVP 

Brett Favre. Going from QB coach to college coach to 49ers head coach is no easy task. In 

addition to trying to exert his will over a veteran Niner team -- not an easy task for a 32-year-old 

-- he will try to breathe new life into an offense that is nowhere near as explosive as it was in its 

Super Bowl year of 1994. If Steve Young can remain healthy, look for the Niners to rid 

themselves of George Seifert's tendency to play it close to the vest, which became apparent in 

1995 and '96. Look for a rebirth from Jerry Rice and don't be surprised if J.J. Stokes finally 

establishes himself. After two less-than-scintillating seasons, Mariucci will be all over Stokes to 

show some of the talent he demonstrated while he was a star at UCLA.  

7. Bill Parcells, New York Jets: As an organizational leader, Parcells is a tyrant -- he has 

threatened to fire assistant coaches who talk to the media without getting his permission. But as a 

strategist, he's a bit more open than he's given credit for. When he was with the Giants, Bill 

Parcells had a huge offensive line and established a power running attack. In his tenure with the 

Patriots, Parcells had a strong-armed quarterback in Drew Bledsoe and was much more reliant on 

the pass. With the Jets, Parcells will have QB Neil O'Donnell, RB Adrian Murrell and WR 

Keyshawn Johnson. He may choose to punt. Seriously, expect him to be more balanced with the 

Jets. Parcells likes Murrell's speed, strength and determination, but Murrell is not likely to 

become an All-Pro. Parcells also will try to get the most out of Kyle Brady. Parcells has had 

tremendous success with tight ends in the past -- in New York with Mark Bavaro and in New 

England with Ben Coates.  

8. Dan Reeves, Atlanta Falcons: Reeves is cleaning out all remnants of the old run-and-shoot 

offense. Former Ram Chris Chandler takes over at QB, but that may not be the best move for his 

career. In the past, Reeves has had a negative effect on quarterbacks -- just ask John Elway or 

Dave Brown. The RB chores will be in the hands of Byron Hanspard and Jamal Anderson. 



Anderson had a great season last year -- 1,055 yards and five touchdowns -- but Hanspard was 

drafted in the second round to give Anderson a battle for the No. 1 job. The WR chores likely 

will be in the hands of Terance Mathis and Bert Emanuel, as Eric Metcalf is likely to be in 

another uniform this fall.  

9. Bobby Ross, Detroit Lions: Don't expect Ross to adopt Wayne Fontes' philosophy of taking 

superstar Barry Sanders out when the Lions get inside the five. Last year, Ross hungered for a 

functional running back in San Diego and now he'll have a superlative one in Detroit. Expect 

Ross to use Sanders with much greater frequency around the goal line than his predecessor. Also, 

QB Scott Mitchell has been very erratic for the Lions in the last three seasons. Ross won't put up 

with that. While the Lions don't have much in the backup quarterback department, Ross will 

make life miserable for Mitchell if he doesn't have a consistent effort. Herman Moore will 

remain among the game's top receivers.  

10. Dick Vermeil, St. Louis Rams: Vermeil's return to coaching may be one of the toughest 

jobs he could have taken. But after enduring the windy Brent Musburger in the ABC broadcast 

booth the last few years, he may well find his return to coaching as refreshing as a breath of fresh 

air. Don't make the mistake of categorizing Vermeil as one of those old-school coaches who 

want to run the ball down his opponents' throats. He knows that RB Lawrence Phillips has great 

talent, but Vermeil knows he can't depend on Phillips. However, his WR combination of Isaac 

Bruce and Eddie Kennison appears to be among the most gifted tandems in the game. If QB 

Tony Banks can make just a little progress, that trio could put tremendous fantasy numbers on 

the board.  

STEVE SILVERMAN is a writer for the Pro Sports Xchange.  
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