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Ask and ye shall receive.  

Sometimes, a player wakes up and feels his time has come. There's no hype, no headlines and no 

feature profiles on TV. But there is a burning desire to turn the football world on its ear.  

Call the guy a sleeper. Not because he likes to stay in bed until noon, but because everyone else 

is sleeping when they consider his talents.  

On the other side of the coin, there are the busters. Guys who are masquerading as NFL players 

and collecting a major-league paycheck. Guys who are hiding an injury or starting to fade. 

Disappointments.  

Sleepers and busters are part of every NFL season. This week, we'll look at those in the NFC, 

and next week, it will be the AFC's turn.  

Sleepers 

QB Chris Chandler, Atlanta Falcons -- On the surface, this may not look like a great situation 

for Chandler. Atlanta head coach Dan Reeves has never been known as a quarterback's friend, 

and the Falcon WR crew looks weak once you get past Terance Mathis and Bert Emanuel. 

However, Chandler has a strong arm and has the size to see over the rush. While he has had 

injury problems, he has been very productive the past couple of years with the Oilers. Since 

expectations are low, Chandler may end up being a major surprise.  

RB Leland McElroy, Arizona Cardinals -- The Cardinals don't have much in the RB department 

-- other than pass-catching specialist Larry Centers -- so McElroy has a chance to become the 

No. 1 running back for the Cardinals. McElroy looked much better in the last three games of the 

'96 season, when he averaged better than four yards a pop. McElroy has quickness and explosion 

through the hole, but may lack the size to take the punishment.  

WR Johnnie Morton, Detroit Lions -- Morton inherits the starting WR role Brett Perriman left 

behind. As a part-time player the past two years, Morton still managed to score 14 TDs. He could 

approach double-figures, but with Barry Sanders and Herman Moore in the lineup, it may be 

hard to get more than 10. Morton has great downfield speed and should be able to get the best of 

most cornerbacks in one-on-one coverage.  

WR Derrick Mayes, Green Bay Packers -- The Packers have one of the most prolific offenses in 

the game, and it's not inconceivable that Brett Favre will throw 40 TD passes this season. If he 
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does, Mayes could easily get eight or nine. While in college at Notre Dame, there were questions 

about Mayes' conditioning, but Mike Holmgren won't allow that to happen.  

TE Jason Dunn, Philadelphia Eagles -- Dunn was slow to come around as a rookie last season. 

However, by the end of the season he was comfortable in the offense and QB Ty Detmer started 

to look his way. Head coach Ray Rhodes would like to use his tight end in the red zone this year, 

so Dunn may put at least six or seven TDs on the board.  

WR Horace Copeland, Tampa Bay Buccaneers -- The Bucs were expecting big things from 

Copeland last season because he's a tremendous athlete with size, quickness and good receiving 

skills. Instead, he went down with a knee injury in the preseason and never played a down. 

Copeland has reportedly recovered from the injury and is slated to be a starter along with rookie 

Reidel Anthony. In his first three seasons, Copeland averaged 18.9 yards per catch, so the 

potential is there for a huge season. Much will depend on the play of QB Trent Dilfer, who 

improved during the second half of the 1996 season.  

Busters 

QB Rick Mirer, Chicago Bears -- Mirer has been given the Bears' starting QB job, and if Dave 

Wannstedt sticks with that decision, he may be on the unemployment line by the end of the 

season. To this point in his career, Mirer lacks touch and feel on the short passes and has no 

consistency on the deep passes. He gets nervous under a heavy rush and he has not picked up the 

Bears' offense quickly. Other than that, he's a fine quarterback. Avoid Mirer at all costs.  

QB Scott Mitchell, Detroit Lions -- In the Wayne Fontes era, Mitchell was an inconsistent 

performer who looked like a Super Bowl quarterback one week and a scatter-brained amateur the 

next. He also acted like a petulant brat whenever he wasn't thrilled with Fontes' decision-making 

ability. Disciplinarian Bobby Ross won't put up with any of Mitchell's extra-curricular crap, and 

if Mitchell doesn't grow up in a hurry, the quarterback could find himself in trouble. On the field, 

Mitchell must improve his TD-interception ratio. He slumped to 17-17 last year after a 

superlative 32-12 season in 1995.  

RB Robert Smith, Minnesota Vikings -- Smith will look great this summer and may even put a 

couple of huge games on the board in September. There's one little problem. The guy always 

gets hurt. Smith has tremendous speed and good instincts with the ball, but he can't avoid the 

injuries. Smith will suck in a lot of believers, but he'll take them all down before it's said and 

done. His talent is there, but his knees are unreliable.  

WR Irving Fryar, Philadelphia Eagles -- Fryar had the best statistical season of his 13-year NFL 

career last season when he caught 88 passes for 1,195 yards and 11 touchdowns. He was the 

Eagles' No. 1 receiver, but he could be supplanted by Chris T. Jones this season. Fryar had a 

decent rapport with QB Ty Detmer, but Detmer will be challenged by Rodney Peete. If Peete 

beats out Detmer, chemistry with Fryar will have to be established. At 35, Fryar could start to 

slow down.  
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Alvin Harper, Washington Redskins -- This one is too easy. Give credit to head coach Norv 

Turner for not trying to put too much pressure on Harper. Turner, who coached Harper when 

they were at Dallas, realizes that "Street Clothes" has a delicate psyche and doesn't respond well 

when too much is expected. No matter what is being said, the Redskins hope he can replace 

Henry Ellard as a big-play type. The problem is that Harper dislikes contact and the aches and 

pains that are part and parcel of life in the NFL. He'll be wearing his street clothes instead of a 

Redskins uniform at least half the time this season.  
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