
 

 

 

The Mind Behind the Decisions 

Emil Kadlec is the mind behind Candy Bones. 

This is his 1998 Analysis Draft team and the reasoning for the selections made. 

 

QB: Banks Collins 

RB: Davis Edwards Taylor Anderson 

WR: TBrown RMoore Fryar 

WR: Green Stokes Robinson 

TE: Walls McGee 

PK: Hanson Stover 

Pick Player NFL Analysis 

1.03 RB Davis 

 

Terrell Davis comes off a huge 1997 season: He carried the ball 369 times 

for 1,750 yards with 15 TDs. He added 287 yards on 42 receptions to finish 

as the NFL’s top fantasy running back. I am sure Denver’s coaching staff 

wants to reduce Terrell’s carries a bit. However, this should not change the 

fourth-year man’s status as a top prospect going into the 1998 season. If 

Terrell can rest a bit more this year, hopefully he will skip any late season 

injury and rack up even more TDs. 

 

I have Terrell as a top three overall pick this year and therefore, I'll 

take him. 

2.09 WR Tim 

Brown 
 

No matter what changes the Raiders have made over the last five years one 

thing has remained constant. Since the 1993 season, Tim Brown has been 

among the most consistent and productive performers in the NFL, 
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averaging 90 catches and nearly 1,270 receiving yards per season, while 

scoring 40 touchdowns. 

 

Don't look for the Raider's latest head coaching change to have a negative 

impact on the veteran wide out's production. Newcomer Jon Gruden called 

Brown "the leader of our offense" upon his arrival in Oakland. In fact, if 

you believe Brown, his numbers will increase significantly this year. "Jon 

has told me from day one that he's going to build this offense around me," 

Brown told reporters recently. "For once, I may be the center point of the 

offense. I don't think I've been that in the past." Now there's a frightening 

thought... 

TRADE . 

 

Petros | TC 3.09 + 5.09 + 8.04 for Candy Bones | Kadlec 3.03 (current) + 

7.03 + 8.10 

Well... I didn't know Jeff George was still available! Why didn't Terry 

Cannon tell me? I'm e-mail'in the Commish right now! I'm a victim. 

Yes, the temptation to take Jeff even gnawed at me. However, I have been 

following Joe Bryant's X number methodology and at this point there isn't a 

clear player to take. Therefore, trading down appears to be in order. In the 

past I have done little trading but I want to break out of my old stereotypes 

and trust my drafting principles. I have always shot from the hip and 

changed my mind during the draft, but not at least in round three this year. 

It is easy to trust your strategies before the draft but it is much harder while 

the draft is in progressing, However! 

TRADE . 

 

Candy Bones | Kadlec trade 3.09 (current) + 8.04 for Four Horsemen | 

Nulty 4.08 + 6.08 

Well again, according to my list, there isn’t any clear player to take. WR 

Rod Smith is still there but Elway is still a big question and do I want two 

high picks from the same team (Terrell Davis)? Rob Moore is another 

intriguing player but he probably can be taken later in the draft. Therefore 

the trade was agreed upon. 

4.07 WR Rob 

Moore 
 

The "other Moore" came into his own last season. Rob finished second in 

the NFC in receptions, behind Herman Moore of Detroit. Rob led the 

league with 1,584 yards, amassing nearly 300 yards more than Herman and 

matching him in touchdowns with eight. Rob's gaudy 16.3 yards-per-catch 

average also was among the league leaders. 

Keep in mind that these totals were accumulated with an unsettled 

quarterback situation for much of the year. As Jake Plummer matures and 

settles into his role with the Cardinals, Moore's numbers can only improve. 

We expect the Cardinals to be much improved as a team over last year's 

edition. As Arizona begins to grab national attention, Rob Moore won't be 

unknown for long. 

4.10 TE Wesley 

Walls 
 

Walls may be the best tight end in the league today. Wesley is especially 

adept at scoring touchdowns when the Panthers have the ball in close. Even 

with the problems that the Panthers suffered through with their 

quarterbacks, Walls was able to put up very respectable totals on his way to 

his second consecutive Pro Bowl. 



The 49ers are sorry that they ever let Wesley get away. They could really 

use him, now that Brent Jones is retired. Expect the Panthers to solve some 

of their offensive problems this season and, in the process, find a way to 

use the immense talents of this guy. Fantasy managers will not be 

disappointed with Walls as their starting tight end. Wesley is one of the few 

tight ends in the league that can compete with the better wide receivers for 

fantasy statistics. 

5.03 WR Irving 

Fryar 
 

Like old man river, Irving Fryar just keeps rolling along. Fryar will be 36 

years old before the season is over, and he hasn't slowed down a bit. Last 

season was his 14th, and he still managed to haul in 86 passes for 1,316 

yards and six touchdowns on his way to another Pro Bowl berth. 

With Bobby Hoying now taking the snaps under center, the passing game 

should be improved. Last season, neither Ty Detmer or Rodney Peete was 

capable of consistently throwing the long ball, which bottled up Fryar as a 

deep threat. That problem should rectify itself this season with Hoying's 

superior arm strength opening up the deep lanes for Irving. A healthy Chris 

T. Jones and Jeff Graham will help alleviate the double coverages that 

Fryar was subjected to last season. 

5.09 RB Robert 

Edwards 
 

Of all the rookies this year, including the two franchise quarterbacks, none 

faces as much pressure as Robert Edwards, who replaces Curtis Martin in 

the New England backfield. Without their Pro Bowl runner down the 

stretch last season, the Patriots’ offense became far too one-dimensional, 

relying on Drew Bledsoe's powerful right arm. 

Edwards, who like Martin had his college career disrupted by injuries, will 

be counted on to start right away and become a 1,000-yard rusher. With 

tremendous run skills and very good hands, the freshman has all of the 

tools needed to succeed immediately at the next level. Edwards, however, 

was not the most durable or dependable performer at Georgia. He was a 

medical redshirt in 1995 and missed significant action the past two seasons. 

Last year, he gained 908 yards rushing, scored 13 times and caught 23 

passes. 

Considering his raw talent and the excellent supporting cast in New 

England, Edwards very well may develop into the best performer among 

this year's crop of rookies. But he also may break a fantasy owner's heart. 

6.08 RB Fred 

Taylor 
 

My achilles heel has always been the lure of potential. And as at least one 

famous person said "potential means you haven't done anything yet!" 

Unfortunately Fred Taylor is not my highest rated player left on the board. 

That would make it easier to rationalize. It's kinda like that old car 

commercial that said, "Stay within the lines." Well sometimes you just 

have to go with a hunch! 

Fred Taylor has all the tools necessary to be an outstanding runner in the 

NFL. He became an instant starter for the Florida Gators after a fine high 

school career. Fred struggled through various injuries before putting it all 

together last season when he rushed for 1,292 yards and 13 touchdowns. 

He also caught 24 passes for 238 yards. He dominated his last three 

opponents: South Carolina (170 yards, three TDs), Florida State (162 

yards, four TDs), and Penn State (234 yards). Don't believe the reports that 

Jacksonville already has given the starting job to James Stewart. Fred will 

likely get a chance to compete for the number-one spot in training camp. 



The winner shall be rewarded nicely. Jacksonville, behind its bruising 

offensive line, scored 20 rushing TDs last year. 

6.10 RB Jamel 

Anderson 
 

No more running backs for the Candy Bones. This is my 4th and final RB 

to fill out this position. Yes, I will eventually take a quarterback because --- 

I have to, by league rules. There is always the 15th and 16th rounds you 

know! 

Jamal was bothered by an ankle injury to start the season last year but 

ended up with 1,002 yards and 11 total TDs . He started slowly but played 

through the pain of a sprained ankle, showing his toughness to his 

teammates. He is a punishing runner with great pass-catching ability. The 

Falcons love to use him on screen plays. His best season was in 1996 when 

he finished with 1,528 total yards. With all of the offensive line help the 

Falcons brought in this off-season, he should return to his '96 form. Byron 

Hanspard will push him for the starting job, but Dan Reeves loves Jamal's 

quickness and ability to bowl-over defenders. 

9.03 QB Tony 

Banks 
 

Draft Strategy 

Well…. A few of you are probably wondering when I am going to take a 

QB. Frankly, I’ve been wondering myself! There is always the 15th and 

16th rounds you know. 

 

This year I have been trying on a new drafting strategy and ironically, to 

this point, I don’t have any of my players from last year’s Candy Bones 

squad. This should be a good thing, sinse I had a year-to-forget last year. 

 

My last pick was 28 picks ago at the 6.10 selection. At that point it was 

obvious that I should take my first QB. I had 3 RBs, 3 WRs and a TE. My 

old drafting process (seat of the pants) told my to take a QB and don’t 

question it. But I promised myself to stick to my drafting principles, so I 

cleared the mind and review the facts. As I did, I saw about 5 QBs that 

were not very different in my book. And I saw Jamal Anderson still on the 

board. I’m not a big Jamal fan but I’m not here to pick my "favorite" 

players either. Jamal was (according to my list) far above the next group of 

RBs left. Therefore, if a take Jamal with 6.10 will any of the 5 QBs be left 

at 9.03? I decided at that point it was worth a gamble despite that fact a 

good number of owners were going to start taking 2nd QBs . In hind sight 

it was probably too risky but that is another one of my tendency that a love 

to do - TAKE RISK. Well, Tony Banks was one of those five QBs and now 

it is time to take him. Let’s hope those hands have grown a little in the 

offseason Oh yes… I did have Tony Banks on my roster last year - OUCH! 

 

Player analysis 

We've been waiting for the emergence of Tony Banks, and many 

speculated that 1997 was going to be the year. It didn't happen. He finished 

10th in passing yards (3,254), but had a dreadful completion percentage 

(51.7) and threw only 14 touchdown passes to go along with 13 

interceptions. The fact that Isaac Bruce was injured much of the season and 

Eddie Kennison could not improve on his rookie year did not help matters. 

Despite these negatives, Banks has some potential. He's got a rifle for an 

arm and can throw the deep ball with the best of them. All he needs is a 



little help from his offense. Jerald Moore and Robert Holcombe will be 

counted on to take some pressure off the quarterback and a healthy Isaac 

Bruce wouldn't hurt either. Banks may top the 20 TD mark this season, but 

he is prone to fumbling and throwing interceptions, which decrease his 

value. 

10.03 WR Yatil 

Green 
 

This is the second time Samuel Caplan has taken a player (James 

McKnight) just before I was going to! So much for that Christmas card, 

bud. 

 

The Dolphins expected big things from Yatil going into last season, but a 

preseason knee injury killed his rookie season before it had a chance to 

begin. Green is a big target and he is very fast, with a nice burst when he 

needs it. He is one of those guys with an extra gear that kicks in when he is 

being chased or when he needs to close on an over-thrown ball. 

We fully expect the Dolphins to build their passing game around Yatil, as 

he becomes Dan Marino's go-to guy. With Green's deep speed and 

Marino's ability to throw the long ball, a few long touchdowns could be in 

order. The fact that Jimmy Johnson used his first-ever draft pick with the 

Dolphins to take Yatil tells you all you need to know. 

Trade . 

 

Petros | TC's 11.09 + 13.09 for Candy Bones | Kadlec #11.03 (current) 

+16.10 

At this point, I had decided to take a QB. When offered the trade to move 

down six picks (11.09) I took a look at what would be left. There would be 

three managers picking who don’t have their second QBs yet. I wasn’t 

really enamored with any one QB left so I decided to make the trade any 

maybe these other three managers would make up my mind for me. [It 

turns out none of them took QBs.] 

11.09 QB Kerry 

Collins 
 

I have been debating over which of about three quarterbacks I should take 

as my second QB. Frankly I settled on Jim Harbaugh mainly because he 

has the easiest strength of schedule against the pass in the NFL this year. 

Unfortunately, he has the same bye week as my other quarterback. 

We all know there is at least one quarterback left that is going to have a 

pretty good year. Picking the right one now is the problem. I decided to go 

with Kerry Collins. 

A year ago at this time, pundits across the nation were singing the praises 

of Kerry Collins. What a difference a year makes. Collins began the year 

with a broken jaw, then issued a racial slur to a teammate. He quickly made 

enemies of the fans and the press, not to mention his teammates and 

coaches. The only reason that he is still here is because the Panthers 

couldn’t pawn him off on anybody else in the league. He starts by default. 

However, there is a modicum of talent here, so it is possible that Collins 

could respond to the adversity and pull his career out of the toilet. Rae 

Carruth and Mushin Muhammad form a decent WR tandem on the outside, 

and tight end Wesley Walls is one of the best in the business. Collins 

presents some risks, but he could be a steal if you can nab him later in your 

draft. 



12.10 WR JJ 

Stoke 
 

The ‘Niners traded up to draft Stokes in 1994, and until last season it 

looked as if they might have wasted the pick. The injury to Jerry Rice 

forced J.J. to step forward, and he came through for San Francisco. 

Blessed with tremendous size at 6'4", Stokes is able to exploit opposing 

cornerbacks, who are usually half a foot shorter than he is. It is likely that 

J.J. will operate this season as the third receiver, backing up both Owens 

and Rice. San Francisco uses its three-receiver set quite a bit, so J.J. will 

get his opportunities to score. The ‘Niners may have the NFL's best three 

receivers on one roster (with apologies to the Vikings). Stokes could 

develop into a real scoring threat when the 49ers have the ball inside their 

20. 

13.03 PK Jason 

Hanson 
 

Hanson has been an inconsistent kicker, seemingly only performing well 

every other year. Last year could be considered his good year, so if you are 

superstitious, this should be his bad year. For those of you who aren't 

superstitious, Hanson should definitely be one of the top kickers on your 

board. He possesses one of the strongest legs in the league and also has the 

benefit in playing at least nine games a season in domes (eight home games 

plus one away in Minnesota). 

Detroit's offense may not be as wide open as it once was but Hanson 

clearly demonstrated that the change wouldn't affect him as long as the 

offense remains effective but not overly effective, giving him ample 

opportunity inside the red zone. Just because a team fields a lot of three-

receiver sets or has a wide-open passing offense doesn't necessarily mean a 

kicker will do well. The key is for the kicker to be in an offense that is just 

effective enough to keep the ball moving and moving often into the red 

zone, but not so effective that there aren't any stalled drives in the red zone 

which, in turn, take away scoring opportunities from the placekicker. 

13.09 WR 

Marcus 

Robinson  

At 6-feet-four-inches and 215 pounds Robinson has the kind size it takes to 

dominate opposing defenders. His 4.3 speed played a major role in his 

success in NFL Europe this year where he was just named the league's 

offensive MVP based on his 39 regular season catches which were good for 

811 yards and five touchdowns. In Sunday's World Bowl '98 Robinson 

contributed two catches for 114 yards including a 74-yard touchdown catch 

as his team, the Rhein Fire, beat the Frankfurt Galaxy.. 

 

Overall, the NFL-Europe experience helped Robinson polish his game 

enough to give him a legitimate shot at an NFL starting spot. And if all the 

Bears have to do to avoid giving Engram a substantial raise when he 

becomes a free agent after the season is move a bigger, faster, stronger, 

younger, more productive player into his spots into the starting lineup this 

year... Well. C'mon now... The Bears have never been known as 

exceptionally big spenders. 

15.03 TE Tony 

McGee 
 

One of fantasy football's most reliable tight ends, Tony McGee frustrates 

fantasy owners. His numbers always look good at the end of the crusade, 

but during the year he is inconsistent and disappears for long stretches. 

McGee scored a career-best six touchdowns despite catching a career-low 

34 passes last year. In the red zone he became a much bigger factor with 

Carl Pickens on the sideline down the stretch. He also benefited from the 

quarterback switch of Jeff Blake to Boomer Esiason, who often looked for 



McGee down low. He drops far too many passes and isn't the athlete that 

some of his peers are at the position. 

Don't over-inflate McGee's value on draft day. If fantasy fans can't get a 

superstar, the Bengals’ pass-catcher is worth a late-round investment. 

15.10b PK Matt 

Stover 
 

Drafting Matt Stover is like eating a sandwich at Subway. Tasteless, but 

filling nonetheless! 

In three of the past four seasons he punched up over 100 points, including a 

career-best 113 in 1995. Without much range, Stover gets most of his 

points up close and is deadly accurate inside the 40-yard line. After a 

terrific start last year, he missed his last five attempts, including two that 

were blocked. Offensively, the Ravens are going to a more ball-control 

attack, and Stover is not likely to exceed last season's career best of 34 

attempts. Of all the available kickers on draft day, the Baltimore booter 

ranks in the middle of the pack. 

 


