
 

The Minds Behind the Decisions 

Jim Lenz and James Serra are the minds behind the Death Squad. 

This is their 1998 Analysis Draft team and the reasoning for the selections made. 

 

QB: Favre Frerotte  

RB: Kaufman Garner Jabbar Centers 

WR: Carter MJackson CJohnson 

WR: Chrebet Still Penn 

TE: Wycheck Alexander 

PK: Hollis Lindsey 

Pick Player NFL Analysis 

1.01 QB Brett 

Favre 
 

If you are looking for a consistent quarterback, Favre is definitely the guy. 

While there might have been other quarterbacks who had better overall fantasy 

points than Favre in 1997, he shows that year after year he will be near the top. 
It is important to have a cornerstone quarterback on a successful team. 

Consistency and durability make Favre the logical pick. 

2.12 RB 

Napoleon 

Kaufman  

To be honest we are quite surprised by the run on running backs. Frankly it has 

gone too far. 

Considering we do not have a back on our team, and will have to wait 24 more 

picks to get one, we have to take one. This will be the 2nd year in a row we 

have chosen Napoleon Kaufman. He was a 4th round pick in 1997 and was a 

very positive influence on our team. 

While we believe the Raiders offense will change to more of a deep passing 

game, Kaufman is "the" running back on the team. We are projecting 1110 

yards rushing, 400 receiving and a total of 8 touchdowns. 

3.01 WR Cris 

Carter 
 

This was a tough choice. Our choices were between Rob Moore, Rod Smith and 

Carter. We have decided not to go after another running back at this point, due 

to the fact the ones that are left are not true 3rd round picks. At this point, we 
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must choose the best player on the board. 

Carter has been a mainstay in the Vikings lineup and even with the addition of 

Randy Moss, we do not see his catches and touchdowns diminishing. He is a 

consistent receiver from the high-powered NFC Central and is the right choice. 

4.12 WR Michael 

Jackson 
 

Jackson wishes the '97 season never happened! Derrick Alexander is gone and 

Jackson is once again the Man. Yes, there is Jermaine Lewis, Pat Johnson and 

James Roe, but Jackson will show his experience and return to 1996 form when 

he scored 14 touchdowns. 

We are not crazy enough to think he will score 14 times, but if he gets in the 

endzone 10 times, we will be happy with our #2 receiver. 

5.01 RB Charlie 

Garner 
 

Yes, we are taking Charlie Garner. We know there will be many who question 

this pick. We need to remember that chances need to be taken and we think this 

is a good one. 

Ricky Watters is gone and we don't see Duce Staley beating out Garner. We 

could be wrong, but we will have to see. Should Garner be the starting back, it 

is not out of the realm of reality that he break 1000 yards and score ten times. 

Being that we are in May and August is three months away, this could be a 

reach. 

6.12 RB Karim 

Abdul-

Jabbar  

This is another pick that could be considered questionable. Since we chose 

Charlie Garner previoulsy, we felt we needed a good backup in case our hunch 

did not pan out. 

Jabbar will compete with "Broken Toe" Phillips. Even though Phillips has 

played good in camp, Jabbar should get the TD runs. 

7.01 WR Charles 

Johnson 
 

It was either Johnson or Frank Sanders and I won the battle. Now that Yancey 

Thigpen is gone someone needs to step up and be the #1 receiver. Will 

Blackwell is in his second year and won't fill that role in '98. 

While Johnson will not get Thigpen numbers, we look for his best year as a pro. 

8.12 TE Frank 

Wycheck 
 

With the choice of Wycheck we have now filled out our team. Believe it or not, 

he was who we have been waiting for the entire draft. Nice that we can get him 

with the last pick of the 8th round. 

Many believe he will not be as effective with the additions of Thigpen, Dyson 

and Harris. We feel differently. Look for Wycheck to improve on his 97 

numbers. 

9.01 WR Wayne 

Chrebet 
 

Chrebet was a fantastic receiver when he was the #3 guy and should be even 

better at #2. He is the type of receiver that will do what it takes to make the 

catch. Whether it is Foley or O'Donnell, he is the most dependable receiver on 

the team. 

10.12 QB Gus 

Frerotte 
 

We were in need of a backup quarterback and the one that we liked the most 

was Gus Frerotte. He is fully recovered from the broken hip he suffered a year 

ago and reports from camp are that he is playing very well. 

Since we have Brett Favre we do not expect to use him except on a bye week, 

but we do feel if something was to happen to our starter, Frerotte could provide 



us a few good weeks. 

11.01 PK Mike 

Hollis 
 

At this point in the draft it becomes very difficult to figure out who to draft. We 

had one starting position not filled so we figured we would start the run on 

kickers. Personally, I don't think it makes a huge difference who your kicker is. 

In addition with the fluctuating years they have there is no guarantee they 

will have two great years in a row. 

Mike Hollis is on an offensive minded team and has seen his field goal 

opportunities continue to increase. He has a strong leg and with a stellar offense 

he is sure to put up some good numbers. 

12.12 RB Larry 

Centers 
 

Why did we pick Centers? Well if you want the honest reason, we had a few 

minutes to pick [due to server woes] and he seemed to be the best guy out there. 

Regardless, Centers will excel in the new Cardinal offense, being on the end of 

70-80 receptions. I doubt we will use our fourth back much, but if we need to, 

he should score us a few points. 

13.01 WR Bryan 

Still 
 

The receiver jobs in San Diego our up in the air at this point. Between Jones, 

Ricks, Rachal and our pick, Still any two could start and be the go-to-guy. Still 

has a lot of talent and has had a great camp. 

Since you definitely have to take chances this deep into the draft, this is ours. 

14.12 WR Chris 

Penn 
 

Why did we pick Chris Penn? Looks like he will start  

opposite Conway and with his durability, Penn could be 

the go-to-guy quickly. This late in the draft you really 

need to take some chances and that is what this is! 

15.01 TE Stephen 

Alexander 
 

Yes we are picking a rookie tight end. Alexander signed today [07/13/98] with 

the Redskins and is the projected starter. The team is installing plays to keep 

him on the field and if he can stay healthy could be a very viable fantasy player. 

Since he is our second tight end you can take some chances here. 

16.11 PK Steve 

Lindsey 
 

Whoever is the kicker for the 49ers will have a good year. He must first get by 

John Becksvoort to be the No. 1 guy. Has the edge because of his booming 

kickoffs. 

Plenty of extra points and a good amount of field goals. 

 


