
 

 
 

The Minds Behind the Decisions 

Samual Caplan and Adam Caplan are the minds behind the Clones. 

This is his 1998 Analysis Draft team and the reasoning for the selections made. 

 

QB: Stewart Kramer 

RB: ASmith Lane LSmith  

WR: Pickens Emanuel Blackwell 

WR: Lewis WR: McKnight Dyson 

TE: FJones  DMoore   

PK: Longwell Brien  

Pick Player NFL Analysis 

1.04 QB Stewart 

 

If you would have told me a year ago that I would be taking Kordell 

Stewart with this pick I would have laughed at you. There are two reasons 

why this pick seemed unlikely. 

1. Stewart was coming off a short stint of late season playing time where 

his completion percentage was barely above 30%. He looked as green as a 

player I have seen. But the man delivered last year and I got to give credit 

where credit is due - he proved me wrong. 

2. I love running backs (especially in this league) and Stewart is not a 

running back. But I felt Stewart was the only choice here. I am not too 

enthused with the prospect of having to have to grab my first back with the 

4th to last pick in the 4th round but that is just the way it goes. I simply did 

not feel comfortable taking Bettis, George, or Levens with this pick. 

Maybe if I was selecting two picks later I could have grabbed one of those 

guys but I felt they were a reach here. 

Stewart may not throw as many touchdown passes as a few players that 

will be selected behind him, but he makes up for it with his touchdown 

runs. The added rushing dimension is what I feel makes Stewart stand out 
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among all the other QBs (with the lone exception being Brett Favre). 

Many are concerned about the loss of Yancey Thigpen. While Thigpen 

was a good leader and a very good receiver, his importance to the team has 

been greatly exaggerated. Thigpen had missed quite of few games in year's 

past with injuries and the Steelers certainly didn't collapse with him out of 

the lineup. The Steelers have also suffered many free agent defections 

throughout the years and always had someone there to take the place of the 

departing veteran. Will Blackwell will take over for Thigpen and I believe 

he is going to do a great job in easing the loss of Thigpen. Blackwell can 

be a big time play maker in this league. 

TRADE . 

 

En Nino|Caplan's #2.09 + 3.04 +7.04 

for 

Candy Bones|Cahill's 2.06 (Current) + 3.07 +7.07 

Why? Because this league is hell bent on sucking the life out of what little 

depth there is in the NFL at the running back position. I originally planned 

to take a RB with my pick in the second round but after watching back 

after back be taken, I realize that to take a back with my pick in the second 

round would be a total reach and that I likely would have to go receiver 

meaning I wouldn't be selecting my first back until the third round. 

You can't win in this league without a running game. It's that plan and 

simple. I figure it was wise to overpay to get a RB I knew had no shot at 

being on the board for my pick had I stood pat. 

2.06 RB 

Antowain 

Smith  

Why Antowain Smith? There's certainly a downside. First, while Rob 

Johnson is an impressive QB prospect, he also has no targets to throw to. 

Teams are going to be able to stack the deck quite often against Smith. I'd 

prefer a back who is involved in a more balanced attack, thus alleviating a 

lot of pressure. 

But Smith's upside sets him a part from other backs that could be 

considered with this pick. While he may have entered the league older than 

most rookies, age doesn't really matter for a RB, it's the mileage that 

counts and Smith has only played for one year in the NFL. 

Smith did indeed split time with Thurman Thomas last year but things will 

change this year. For real this time. If you think last year will repeat itself 

and Smith and Thomas will share carries again, you need to guess again. 

During recent mini-camp workouts Thomas was not allowed to take one 

snap with the first team. Smith took all the reps with the first team. 

Thomas is only around to back up and maybe get 10-12 touches a game as 

a change of pace player. It is Antowain's team now. 

Ex-Panthers offensive coordinator Joe Pendry is high conservative and 

believes in a run-first style offense. He will no doubt put much more focus 

in the team's game plans on Smith. His power back style will allow him to 

break many tackles in the NFL and be the 20+ carry a game feature back 

Pendry seeks. If you think last year will repeat itself and Smith and 

Thomas will share carries again, you need to guess again. Sam Gash was 

also signed as a free agent during the off-season and that means the team is 

finally going to make the full-time switch to a split backfield. Smith will 

be more comfortable in such a system and in turn, more effective. 



Trade . 

 

Four Horsemen | Nulty's 3.05 (current) + 5.05 for El Nino | Caplan's 3.07 

(via Thunderbolts) + 5.04 

Why the trade? Why not. Yes, I am only moving up two spots and I 

PROBABLY could have still gotten Pickens had I waited but there is never 

a sure thing in life so I figured I'd rob Peter to pay Paul. Yep, I could be 

feeling it when I get to the fifth round but what I have always done in 

drafts is trade up for the players I want on the board (kind of what I have 

done in the past two rounds) so if there is someone I like early in the fifth, 

I will do what I need to do to move up. 

3.05 WR Carl 

Pickens 
 

Why the pick? I won't mince words, Pickens was brutal last year. But 

based on a talent scale, he has the ability to be a top five fantasy receiver. 

Heck, he WAS a top five fantasy receiver. People need to realize that it 

just wasn't a good year for receivers last year so there is going to be a lot of 

value to be had in the middle rounds. I think to get a guy with Pickens' 

potential in the third round is a great move. 

I won't kid you, I am VERY nervous about Jeff Blake. Heck, I don't like 

him. He can throw a nice deep spiral but he can't go underneath and teams 

know that so they take the deep ball away. But it all comes back to value, 

Pickens in the third round is worth the risk in my opinion. 

I considered Rob Moore and Rod Smith with this pick. I like Moore but 

am not completely sure he can repeat last season. I like Jake Plummer , but 

new offensive coordinator Mark Trestman is an offensive butcher. I also 

like Smith too and normally wouldn't have bothered to give up anything to 

move up with two so evenly ranked players like Pickens and Smith but it is 

May and not August and we don't know for sure whether Elway will be 

back or not. 

4.09 RB Fred 

Lane 
 

What a shock, I took Fred Lane. Who couldn't see this one coming from a 

while away??? 

I don't need to tell you what Lane did last year because you have all heard 

by now. I want to talk about this year. There are some out there who 

believe Tim Biakabutka is going to be a factor this year. Well, good 'ol 

Timmy B. had his knee operated on again in December and was unable to 

practice with the team during mini-camps. He claims he feels the best he 

has felt in a while yet while he was on the sidelines, Lane was tearing it up 

on the field and reports are that he looked great. 

Another reason why I like Lane is William Floyd. Many people 

underestimate the value of a good lead blocking full back. They really do 

make a difference though. For instance, two years ago Anthony Johnson 

had a break out season with Howard Griffith lead blocking for him. 

Without Griffith, Johnson didn't even win the starting job. The team was 

not pleased with Griffith's replacement last year (Scott Greene) at all. As 

for Griffith, well, Terrell Davis is obviously a big reason why he is 

successful, but you better believe that Griffith is also a contributor to that 

success. 

Floyd isn't the lead blocker that Griffith is but he isn't far behind and he 

should allow Lane to take his performance to a whole 'nother level this 

year. 



5.05 WR Bert 

Emanuel 
 

Emanuel was the featured player last year in Atlanta but now arrives in an 

offense that is structured much different than the one he played in last 

season. While I do not expect Emanuel to reach last year's numbers, that 

still doesn't mean he can't have a good year. 

Last season, Tampa Bay built its offense around the attributes of Mike 

Alstott and Warrick Dunn. Dunn and Alstott certainly aren't going to play 

any less of a role than last year but talk is the offense will open up a bit 

now that some new weapons have been added to the receiving core. 

I expect another productive year from Emanuel despite the change in 

surroundings because he showed last year he's more than a product of the 

run 'n' shoot. Despite his lack of size, Emanuel showed an uncanny to get 

over the middle and improved his ability to make receptions underneath. 

To summarize, I think it is simply good value at this pick. 

6.09 RB Lamar 

Smith 
 

Receiver would is my biggest need at this stage of the game but all the 

receivers I was looking at are players I can get much later. So I decided to 

use this pick and focus on value. 

Antowain Smith is no sure bet to be a stud running back this year 

(although I feel strongly that he will emerge as one) and Fred Lane looked 

great last year in limited time but is no sure thing. Adding Lamar Smith to 

the bunch gives me some depth and strength at a position I can trade from 

later. 

Smith will finally get his chance to spread his wings and fly in New 

Orleans. He doesn't have to worry about Chris Warren or Steve Broussard 

any more. The job in New Orleans is his. 

There are only so many starting running backs in the league so to grab a 

starting back like Smith who always has some upside, I don't think it is a 

bad move at all. 

7.07 TE Freddie 

Jones 
 

Jones showed some flashes last year as a tight end who 

could not only be a threat as a blocker, but most importantly 

proved to be a threat as a receiver. There are only so many 

tight ends out there and while I could use a receiver, the players 

I was considering would still be a reach at this pick so I felt I 

might as well grab one of the few tight ends out there that I felt 

had something significant to offer from a fantasy prospective. 

8.09 WR Will 

Blackwell 
 

I spent some time agonizing over this pick and as much as I didn't want to 

draft Blackwell this early, I had little choice because there was simply 

nothing else that I really wanted at this pick. I was in doubt last round so I 

went tight end. I was in doubt once again in this 

round and despite the obvious need at WR, I considered QB, RB, and PK 

but all my options were just as big of a reach as Blackwell so if I am gonna 

reach, I'll reach at a position I need. 

Blackwell WILL be the receiver in Pittsburgh who takes over for Yancey 

Thigpen. Forget any talk you hear about Courtney Hawkins. Blackwell has 

a ton of speed and plenty of great playmaking skills and now he will have 

an opportunity - all the ingredients for a breakout fantasy season. 



9.04 WR 

Jermaine 

Lewis  

As the team's third receiver last year, Jermaine Lewis put up some good 

numbers. With the departure of Derrick Alexander, his role in the offense 

will increase and thus, I believe his numbers will too. 

The size issue is a concern to a certain extent but we're in the ninth round 

so I figure now is an appropriate time to pull the trigger. There was some 

talk that Lewis would move to the outside to replace Alexander but he isn't 

big enough to run the neccessary routes that 

need to be run on the outside. Thankfully, it appears that Lewis will be 

kept in the slot, which is where his talents are best suited. 

10.09 WR James 

McKnight 
 

The late rounds are about sleepers and taking risks so why not take another 

one? McKnight is not presently listed as the number two receiver for the 

Seahawks but Mike Pritchard's spot as the team's number two receiver is 

hardly etched in stone. McKnight will be given the chance to beat out 

Pritchard and as long as politics aren't involved, there is no doubt in my 

mind that McKnight will beat Pritchard out. 

11.04 WR Kevin 

Dyson 
 

Dyson in my mind is the best rookie wide receiver available in this year's 

crop. Some rookie receivers have talent and some have opportunity. Dyson 

has both. 

He played in the WAC and people criticize the caliber of competition he 

faced but Randy Moss didn't play the strongest schedule either. 

Athletically, Dyson may not be as good as Moss but he isn't too far behind 

plus he comes without the off-the-field concerns and since he is a lock to 

start, he also doesn't come with the on-the-field concerns that surround 

Moss since Moss will only be a third receiver. 

Dyson has long arms and can make catches of the middle because of it and 

he also is very advanced when it comes to getting off at the line and 

handling physical corners - something that Moss could have problems with 

since he is not a very physical player. 

12.09 PK Ryan 

Longwell 
 

We looked at other positions with this pick but we still needed a starting 

kicker. With Cunningham and Elam gone, our next choice was Longwell. 

Conway isn't a threat at this point as he still isn't over his injury. We look 

for another solid year from Longwell 

13.04 TE Dave 

Moore 
 

Since this is an analysis draft, we went with the best player available at the 

position that we still had to fill. Moore is clearly the starter with the 

departure of Jackie Harris to Tennessee. We feel that Moore will improve 

on his 4 td performance of last year to 6 tds this season.Look for Moore to 

be one of the top sleeper te's for the 1998 fantasy football season. 

15.04 QB Erik 

Kramer 
 

Looking that we needed a back up qb here, Kramer made the most sense. 

Being that Conway returns, two new rb's in the fold, plus NFL Europe 

standout wr 

Marcus Robinson make Kramer and attractive pick here. 20 + tds are in 

order for Kramer. 

16.11 PK Doug 

Brien 
 

The Saints offense could be in store for an improvement. Running back 

Lamar Smith and wide receiver Sean Dawkins are welcomed additions and 

could help the Saints move the ball better this year. That in turn will create 

more scoring chances for Brien. 

 


