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What Would Jesus Do?  

Posted: Wednesday July 14, 1999 09:13 AM 

We really didn't believe it was Jesus Christ, 

not at first.  

True, the Cincinnati Reds said they'd just 

signed Him to a one-day contract, but who 

would believe that? We just figured Marge Schott had snuck back into 

the office and was hitting the vodka a little hard.  

But then a rusty 1976 Chrysler pulled into a pay lot a few blocks from 

the stadium, and we saw a man giving off a glow as he walked. He was 

mobbed, first by tens, then by hundreds, until, of course, he 

absentmindedly walked right across the Ohio River.  

He wore blue jeans, a columbine athletics T-shirt and a wwgd? 

wristband. "What Would God Do?" asked a woman in the mob.  

"Nah," Christ said with a laugh. "What Would Griffey Do? My Dad 

and I are huge Junior fans."  

He was with His "agent," 11-year-old Little Leaguer Yolanda Johnson 

of Detroit, who said Christ was in pretty good shape for 1,999 years old 

and had a "wicked" knuckler. Somebody asked Him why he picked 

now to come back. "I wanted to earlier," He said, "but the Reds had 

that facial hair thing."  

The front office said Christ didn't want much to sign, just the league 

minimum, which he took all at once, in cash, and handed to Hildy 

Kranmitz, a bag lady outside the stadium. "Oh, and a bunch of balls, 

bats and gloves for the kid," a Reds source said. "Didn't even want 'em 

signed."  

"Why baseball?" we asked Christ.  

"I keep hearing people say sports is the new religion," He said. 

"Thought I better check out the competition."  

With that, He went into the Cincinnati clubhouse to meet His new 

teammates, many of whom wept uncontrollably. Teammates raced 

madly ahead of Him, throwing away porn magazines and entire cases 

Click here for more on this story 

  

 

 

 

 

 
MULTIMEDIA 
 Latest Audio & Video 
 Listen to CNN/SI 
 Live Video 
 Video Almanac 
 Photo Galleries 

 
FEATURES 
 Statitudes 
 Free Email 
 Custom News 
 Desktop Scores 
 City Pages 
 Team Pages 
 

 
FUN & GAMES 
 Hoops GM Playoffs 
 Fantasy Golf Challenge 
 Baseball GM 
 Coach's Quest Baseball 
 Game News & Reviews 
 Trivia Blitz 

 
TELEVISION 
 Sports on TV 
 CNN/SI - TV 
 Turner Sports 

 
COMMUNITY 
 Message Boards 
 Chats 

 
SHOPPING 
 CNN/SI Travel 
 Golf Pro Shop 
 Soccer Gear Store 
 NCAA Gear Store 

 
SI FOR KIDS 
 Sports Parents 
 Free Trial Issue 
 Games 
 Buzz World 
 Shorter Reporter 

 
SITE RESOURCES 
 Contents 
 Feedback 
 Help 
 Search 
 Jobs 

http://cnnsi.com/inside_game/magazine/lifeofreilly/#more
http://cnnsi.com/multimedia/latest5.html
http://cnnsi.com/multimedia/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/live/video/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/almanac/video/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/features/pgallery.html
http://cnnsi.com/statitudes/index.html
http://email.cnnsi.com/index.html
http://customnews.cnn.com/cnews/pna.myhome?p_section_name=Sports
http://cnnsi.com/desktop/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/citypages/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/teampages/index.html
http://hoops.cnnsi.com/playoffs/index.html
http://golf.cnnsi.com/index.html
http://baseball.cnnsi.com/free/
http://baseball.cnnsi.com/premiere/
http://cnnsi.com/playingfield/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/games/trivia/index.html
http://cnn.gist.com/cnn/index_sports.dpg
http://cnnsi.com/thenetwork/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/turnersports/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/messages/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/chat/index.html
http://cgi.cnnsi.com/cgi-bin/partners/partner_dsg.redir?http://store.cnnsi.com
http://cnnsi.com/travel/index.html
http://cgi.cnnsi.com/cgi-bin/partners/partner_dsg.redir?http://store.cnnsi.com/shop.asp?shop_id=5
http://cgi.cnnsi.com/cgi-bin/partners/partner_dsg.redir?http://store.cnnsi.com/shop.asp?shop_id=12
http://cgi.cnnsi.com/cgi-bin/partners/partner_dsg.redir?http://store.cnnsi.com/shop.asp?shop_id=8
http://www.sikids.com/index.html
http://www.sikids.com/index.html
http://www.sportsparents.com/index.html
https://cgi.pathfinder.com/cgi-bin/magsubs/cc/subs/sifk
http://cgi.sikids.com/cgi-bin/random?games
http://www.sikids.com/buzz/index.html
http://www.sikids.com/shorter/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/help/web/sitemap.html
http://cnnsi.com/feedback/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/help/index.html
http://search.cnnsi.com/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/jobs/index.html
http://app1.firstusa.com/card.cfm/2WG0MWG23/68SV
http://www.realwhitepages.com/index?from=CNN
http://cnnsi.com/inside_game/magazine/lifeofreilly/
http://cnnsi.com/features/
http://www.sikids.com/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/siforwomen/index.html
http://www.sispecialoffer.com/cgi-bin/router.cgi?src=magpage
http://cnnsi.com/inside_game/magazine/lifeofreilly/index.html
http://cnnsi.com/features/cover/


of chewing tobacco, and scrambling to get unopened fan mail out of 

trash bins.  

After that, Christ took his seat in the Reds' bullpen, wearing 32 for 

Sandy Koufax. He chewed sunflower seeds, told updated Casey 

Stengel stories and recounted some of the lost 25 years of his life. "I 

kicked around minor league slingshot for a few years," He said, "but I 

was no David." At one point, just for levity, Christ picked up the 

bullpen phone and said, "Anybody feel like Chinese?"  

In the ninth, with Cincinnati holding a 5-2 lead over the Cleveland 

Indians, Reds manager Jack McKeon turned to Christ, who arrived at 

the mound to a deafening roar, as the organist played a jittery Jesus Is 

Just Alright. The righthander was wild at first, his third pitch plunking 

Indians star Roberto Alomar in the ribs. Christ sprinted to the plate to 

check on him, initially alarming Alomar, who admitted afterward that 

he thought it was the beginning of a fight.  

The Messiah gave up a long home run to the next batter, Manny 

Ramirez, and, curiously, was waiting at first base to shake his hand. "I 

had to," Christ said. "Manny nearly hit that thing to Galilee."  

After that, He settled down, getting two ground ball outs before striking 

out Jim Thome to end the inning. Actually, He struck out Thome on the 

pitch before but overruled home plate umpire Eric Gregg, saying the 

called strike was "a good inch" off the white. "It's not Eric's fault," 

Christ said. "He doesn't know it, but his right eye is down to 20-100."  

After the game there was an enormous press conference, carried by 

every major network in the world and broadcast to more than two 

billion people. Somebody asked Him why He simply didn't strike out 

every batter He faced. "Rust, mostly," He said.  

Did He have any advice for today's ballplayer? "Well, yeah," Christ 

said. "If there's anything I hate, it's seeing guys with solid-gold, 

diamond-studded crucifixes around their necks. Do you have any idea 

how much vaccine that money would buy? And don't make the sign of 

the cross at the plate with your right hand and then charge the mound 

and throw punches with your left. I mean, make up your mind. And 

please stop praying for wins. Put yourself in my position. If your kids 

were playing each other, who would you root for?"  

He answered a few more, until young Ms. Johnson said they had to get 

to Los Angeles to have a looong talk with NRA president Charlton 

Heston. "Let me just say one last thing," He said. "I know you people 

are nuts about athletes, but try not to go overboard. Why worship the 



gift when you can worship the Giver?"  

With that, there was a blinding light and both of them were gone.  

The line on Christ: one inning, two runs, both earned, and one save.  
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